
Philippians 2:19-30 

Living by Faith in Christ 

(Timothy and Epaphroditus)



• I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, so that I 
too may be cheered by news of you. [20] For I have no one like 
him, who will be genuinely concerned for your welfare. [21] 
They all seek their own interests, not those of Jesus 
Christ. [22] But you know Timothy’s proven worth, how as a 
son with a father he has served with me in the gospel. [23] I 
hope therefore to send him just as soon as I see how it will go 
with me, [24] and I trust in the Lord that shortly I myself will 
come also.

• [25] I have thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus 
my brother and fellow worker and fellow soldier, and your 
messenger and minister to my need, [26] for he has been 
longing for you all and has been distressed because you heard 
that he was ill. [27] Indeed he was ill, near to death. But God 
had mercy on him, and not only on him but on me also, lest I 
should have sorrow upon sorrow. [28] I am the more eager to 
send him, therefore, that you may rejoice at seeing him again, 
and that I may be less anxious. [29] So receive him in the Lord 
with all joy, and honor such men, [30] for he nearly died for 
the work of Christ, risking his life to complete what was lacking 
in your service to me.



Philip. 1:9-11 (ESV)

• And it is my prayer that your love may abound more 
and more, with knowledge and all discernment, [10] 
so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be 
pure and blameless for the day of Christ, [11] filled 
with the fruit of righteousness that comes through 
Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

Philip. 1:27-28 (ESV)

• Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel 
of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am 
absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm 
in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for 
the faith of the gospel, [28] and not frightened in 
anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to 
them of their destruction, but of your salvation, and 
that from God.



Philip. 2:2-4 (ESV)
• complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the 

same love, being in full accord and of one mind. [3] Do 
nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count 
others more significant than yourselves. [4] Let each of 
you look not only to his own interests, but also to the 
interests of others. [5] Have this mind among yourselves, 
which is yours in Christ Jesus,[a] 6 who, though he was in 
the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing 
to be grasped,[7] but emptied himself, by taking the form 
of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. [8] And 
being found in human form, he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 
cross.[9] Therefore God has highly exalted him and 
bestowed on him the name that is above every name, [10] 
so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, [11] and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father.



Timothy’s proven worth (2:19-24)
• 19 I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you 

soon, so that I too may be cheered by news of you. 20 
For I have no one like him, who will be genuinely 
concerned for your welfare. 21 For they all seek their 
own interests, not those of Jesus Christ. 22 But you 
know Timothy's[a] proven worth, how as a son[b] 
with a father he has served with me in the gospel. 23 I 
hope therefore to send him just as soon as I see how 
it will go with me, 24 and I trust in the Lord that 
shortly I myself will come also.



Philip. 1:15 (ESV)

• Some indeed preach Christ from envy and rivalry, but 
others from good will.

Matthew 6:33 (ESV)

• 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be added to 
you.



Matthew 25:35-40 (ESV)

• For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me, [36] I was naked and you clothed me, 
I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you 
came to me.’ [37] Then the righteous will answer 
him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and 
feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? [38] And 
when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or 
naked and clothe you? [39] And when did we see you 
sick or in prison and visit you?’ [40] And the King will 
answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one 
of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’



Epaphroditus, the Risk Taker (Philippians 2:25-29)

• [25] I have thought it necessary to send to you 
Epaphroditus my brother and fellow worker and fellow 
soldier, and your messenger and minister to my need, [26] 
for he has been longing for you all and has been 
distressed because you heard that he was ill. [27] Indeed 
he was ill, near to death. But God had mercy on him, and 
not only on him but on me also, lest I should have sorrow 
upon sorrow. [28] I am the more eager to send him, 
therefore, that you may rejoice at seeing him again, and 
that I may be less anxious. [29] So receive him in the Lord 
with all joy, and honor such men, [30] for he nearly died 
for the work of Christ, risking his life to complete what 
was lacking in your service to me.



Hebrews 2:11 (ESV)

• For He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all 
have one origin. That is why He is not ashamed to call 
them brothers,

1 John 4:20 English Standard Version (ESV)

• 20 If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, 
he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother 
whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not 
seen. 



Romans 10:14 (ESV)

• But how are they to call on him in whom they have not 
believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they 
have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone 
preaching?

Romans 1:32 (ESV)

• Though they know God’s decree that those who practice such 
things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval 
to those who practice them.

James 2:19 (ESV)

• You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons 
believe—and shudder!

John 3:2 (ESV)

• This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we 
know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do 
these signs that you do unless God is with him.”



1 Corinthians 13:1-8 English Standard Version (ESV)

• 13 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have 
not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I 
have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and 
all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove 
mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away 
all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but 
have not love, I gain nothing.

• 4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is 
not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it 
is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at 
wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all 
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 
things.

• 8 Love never ends. 


